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their late husbands.1 In New Zealand all who have attended
a funeral betake themselves to the nearest stream and plunge
several times, head under, in the water.2 In Fiji the sextons
always washed themselves after a burial.3 In Tahiti all who
had assisted at a burial fled precipitately and plunged into
the sea, casting also in the sea the garments they had worn.4
All who had helped to bury a king of Michoacan bathed
afterwards.5 Amongst the Mosquito Indians all persons
returning from a funeral undergo a lustration in the river.6
In Madagascar the chief mourner returning from the funeral
immediately washes himself.7 In North Guinea, after a
corpse has been buried, the bearers rush to the water and
wash themselves thoroughly before they return to the town.8
But the barrier by water, like the barrier by fire, often
dwindled into a mere stunted survival. Thus, after a Roman
funeral it was enough to carry water three times round the
persons who had been engaged in it and to sprinkle them
with the water.9 Modern Jews, as they leave the graveyard,
wash their hands in a can of water placed at the gate ; before
they have done so they may not touch anything, nor may
they return to their houses.10 In modern Greece, Cappadocia,
and Crete, persons returning from a funeral wash their
hands.11 In Samoa they wash their faces and hands with
hot water.12 In ancient India it was enough merely to touch
water.13 In China, on the fifth day after a death, the mourners
wash their eyes and sprinkle their faces three times with
water.14 In ancient Greece, so long as a corpse was in the
house a vessel of water stood before the street-door, that all
who left the house might sprinkle themselves with it.15 Note
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